Environmental Council Endorses Fair Oaks EcoHousing
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Marty Maskall (left), Project Manager, and Brandon Rose, ECOS president, stand next to a
perspective sketch at the site of the future Fair Oaks EcoHousing site, their future residence.
The Environmental Council of Sacramento (ECOS) voted unanimously on July 18, 2016 to
endorse Fair Oaks EcoHousing. According to Brandon Rose, ECOS Board President, “One of
the key objectives of ECOS is to promote and reinforce Smart Growth principles. We are pleased
to endorse Fair Oaks EcoHousing as an example of a sustainable infill project that will enhance
the Fair Oaks Community.”
Fair Oaks EcoHousing, soon to be built on New York Avenue near Fair Oaks Boulevard, will be
a cohousing community. Cohousing neighborhoods are composed of privately-owned homes
clustered around shared open space and common facilities. A central clubhouse is the heart of the
neighborhood for a variety of activities and typically includes a dining room, kitchen, lounge,
workshop space, kids’ playroom and guest rooms. Cars are kept to the edge of the site, thus
making the neighborhood pedestrian-friendly and safe for children. Future residents are involved
in the design and development so that it reflects their needs and priorities, creating a truly custom
neighborhood. Marty Maskall, Project Manager & Future Resident, says: “I’m looking forward

to living in a friendly and sustainable neighborhood close to Fair Oaks Village. We plan to break
ground in early 2017, with move-in scheduled for spring 2018.”
There are now more than 160 cohousing communities in the United States, including 32 in
California. Cohousing neighborhoods in the Sacramento Region include Southside Park
Cohousing in Sacramento, Nevada City Cohousing, Wolf Creek Lodge in Grass Valley, and
three communities in Davis. A new community called Renaissance Village Homes is being
formed in West Sacramento, close to Raley field. According to Dr. Alex Kelter, Co-Chair of the
ECOS Land Use Committee, “I am excited to see cohousing coming to West Sacramento, and I
have joined forces with the group to do my part to help create this special neighborhood.”
Environmental sustainability is a core value in cohousing neighborhoods, which combine Smart
Growth, Green Design, and Quality of Life. Community is the secret ingredient of sustainability
because people help each other learn to be good stewards of the land. On-site activities enable
residents to socialize close to home and reduce their need to drive as much for day-to-day
activities. The Fair Oaks property offers close proximity to the American River Parkway, Fair
Oaks Village, Bannister Park, the Sacramento Waldorf School, and Rudolf Steiner College.
Fair Oaks EcoHousing is welcoming prospective residents at free site tours, offered twice a
month. For more information, visit www.FairOaksEcoHousing.org.
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